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EDITORIAL. 

ITTHE Free Library Movement in Australia is still going ahead with astonishing 

vigour. A short time ago we had Mr. E, Salter Davies, Director of Education 
for Kent, in New Zealand. The Australian movement secured the services of Sir 
Percy Meadon, who holds a similar position in Lancashire, and before that was 
Director of Education for Essex. In a most interesting paper he prepared as the 
opening of a discussion at Brisbane occurs the following extract, which gives in 
short form an idea of what has been realised in Great Britain and what has become 
of our aim in New Zealand:— 


the idea of co-operation. The basis of all co-operative work between English 
libraries has been the National Central Library, which grew out of the old Central 
Library for Students, founded twenty years ago with the help of the Carnegie 
trustees to lend books to adult classes. The National Central Library, which 
receives a small Government grant, is the clearing house for all inter-library loans. 
Some of its work has now been decentralised by the establishment of eight Regional 
Bureaux in the principal districts of England, through which all requests for loans 
pass in the first instance, the request being satisfied locally where possible. To aid 
in tracing books, union catalogues are being built up, both at the National Central 
Library and in some of the regions; the main union catalogue at the National 
Central Library already contains well over two million entries. International co- 
operation has also developed, some hundreds of books a year being borrowed from, 
or lent to, libraries in the various European countries and U.S.A.” 

The recent grant of £3,000 made by the Government towards country libraries 
was, for librarians, one of the bright spots of the Budget, coupled as it was with a 
statement of intention ultimately to form some such system as that outlined by Sir 
Percy Meadon. 





PUBLIC LIBRARIES and COMMERCIAL LIBRARIES. 
By Miss R. S. Palmer—A paper read to the Auckland Branch. 


Mr. Chairman, Ladies and Gentlemen,— __ If we have no policy but that, I suggest that 
It was proposed at the last meeting, that i & high thas we changed it Ser 0 moss inuupld 
a subject for our discussion might be °" ‘i Gh 
the policy of a Public Library in regard to  ftrensth of opposition, end guihered. our 
new book clubs. The subject attracted me irre-  f0fCeS to do battle against it. We cannot afford 
sistibly, as soon as I began to wonder what the to pene by, since other inetithaisns claniinr to our 
waetiiiten Die tients Mimedian om ve left their defeat as a warning. The 
by asking ourselves if we have a policy, force of that statement may not be evident now, 
and then investigate the necessity for its but I shall return to it later for emphasis. 
euistence. Before we examine the enemies’ camp, let us 
H know the character of our own. A Public 
ave we any policy, or are we merely con- _Library is exactly what its title 
ae ak Se cennente of cane libeary for the public—e means wheeby the 
resentful—or a little contemptuous—of community as a whole have access to the 
that existence, and in the end, prone to pass books they wish'to read, inexpensively end se 
by on the other side of the road? unrestrictedly as possible. 
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As librarians, we recognise that it is even 
more than that—a cultural centre in the life of 
the community, wise with the wisdom of toler- 
ant knowledge and eager to make that know- 
ledge available—a centre whose “primary 
function,” as Flexner says in her “Circulation 
Work in Public Libraries,” “is the dissemina- 
tion of ideas—the advancement of learning.” 

Perhaps you will infer, with reason, that this 
ideal is more true of a reference, than a lending 
department, but the Public (capital P) comes, 
in the first place, to the lending library, with 
very little more thought in his mind than a 
desire to be generally entertained, and, to quote 
Flexner again, “the very nature of the personal 
touch here (i.e., in the lending department) 
possible with people, clears the way for many 


librarian may give”! In other words, once he 
is there, we may institute an advisory service 
for him, and “educate him unbeknownst,” as 

it were. 
es ars eee i ace to his 
book “Librarians and Living,” divides the read- 
ee ae ee 
a Common Readers. The General 
Seuthaleetiehiaeitadean-thes aman 
our stock to be a little more attractive, but they 
are willing to accent variety in the place of 
however. 


satisfied. We must not blame them for 
expecting so much—after all, they’re paying for 
it, and the honest British workman likes to 
his money’s worth—but we must realize that 
each new offer is “nobler than the last.” The 
latest offer is the modern new-book club. What 
sae it advertise? It advertises new, clean 
in attractive in 
order tenon of thao ve 


cost—access to clubs in 
the borrower change his 


address—a sufficient staff, and copies 

Finds tx sguhttenete oon 

to ss readily. The newest book-clubs 
er 


het 


These are the main facts advertised, and to 
prove them I have inspected most of the clubs 
in the city. Their surrou are attractive, 
they do offer clean books, and although, in the 
main, the stock consists of there are 
pe Perm ge obtainable. The 

t of the stock is logical and simple, 
aa most of the shelving is at eye-level. There 
are no complications and nothing to misunder- 
stand. I must confess that it would take con- 

siderably less time to explain the stock arrange- 
ment in a new-book club than it would to ex- 


will be understand me if I read it in Hindu- 
stani? (Even supposing I could read it in 
Hind it) 


No, it is commonsense to realize that we must 
move with the times, We have so much more 
to give than any new-book clubs, if we advertise 
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the fact that it is actually available, and the 
lending departments will be the doors to all the 
library’s resources. It is useless to calm our 
uneasiness with the fact that we are an institu- 
tion with a tradition and an experience behind 
us. I revert now to the warning that is given 

ing down of Mudie’s, established as a 
pera be pe ha mel epee th 

still so rising” in 1864 that it was then 
converted into a limited company. One might 
suppose that tradition and experience would 


stand strongly behind a firm that flourished 
for nearly a hundred years, but these days are 
more full of change than our minds can easily 
understand. 

We cannot afford to lose our borrowers, for 
they are potential thinkers. As true librar- 
ians we agree with Flexner that our “ 
future should be the further linking of books 
and people,” and to our object we must 
emulate the policy of the new book clubs. Here, 
in a nutshell, is our policy. 


BRANCHES AND SECTIONS. 


AUCKLAND. 


The monthly meeting of the Auckland 
Branch was held on Saturday, 25th 

the meeting place being the Library, Auckland 
Grammar School. After an inspection had 
been made of the excellent building and library 
facilities provided for the scholars, Mr. K. N. 
Treacher, “~ Master-in-charge, briefly outlined 


drawn by him in relation to library work. The 
members paid a visit to the “Little Theatre,” a 
miniature cinema that has been established, 


CANTERBURY. 

The sixth meeting of the Canterbury Branch 
pm et eevee emer Cag 
16th , when the speaker was Mr. 


a year’s course at the 
School of vail said that University of London. 


and partly by the system through which books 
might be borrowed from anywhere in England 
or even from abroad through the National 
Central Library. 

The next meeting will be held at the Rangi- 
ora Public Library, which was made free last 
year, on Wednesday, 13th October. There 
will be an inspection of the library, and a dis- 
cussion on free and subscription libraries. 
Those intending to go should ring the Branch 
Secretary to arrange about transport. 
OTAGO. 


At the usual monthly meeting of the Branch, 
AS ee ee . J. Harris, 
welcomed Miss D. Neal, who has recently re- 
turned from the United States, and is now in 
charge of the children’s bidhiniion at a: th 
Dunedin Public Library. During the meeting, 
Miss Neal gave some indication of the main 
lines along which it is propésed to develop the 
work of school and children’s libraries. 


After an interval of two weeks, the library 


Each lecture is followed by a period devoted to 
the answering of questions and to discussion. 
_ The Branch continues to contribute to the 
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LOCAL NEWS. 


CHRISTCHURCH: Canterbury Public 
Library. 


Library presents i 
by the Library (10/- per annum):— 
“MARVELLOUS VALUE.—Books at jd. each. 
Why not borrow your books from the Canterbury 
Public Library at a cost of less than jd. per volume? 
For the sum of 10/- you can borrow a book every day 
at no extra cost. This means 300 books per annum.” 


NEW PLYMOUTH: New Plymouth 
Public Library. 


OPAWA: Opawa Public Library. 


Mr. Ernest J. Bell, Librarian of the Canterbury 
ath hens pelle Ab ce te tenn an 


PALMERSTON NORTH: Palmerston North 
Public Library. 

Mrs. Christian writes that she has found a new 
and much cheaper book cover of which she has 


WELLINGTON: Wellington Public Libraries. 
A welcome to Miss K. E. Harvey, of the staff of 

the Public Libraries, was held in the “Evening Post” 
Wednesday, 29th September. i 


GENERAL NEWS. 


Periodicals. 

The Hanson-Bennett Magazine Agency, 529, 
South Franklin Street, Chi » Illinois, U.S.A., 
advises that their new and current 
price list will be ready shortly after 
ist. They will be glad to send this to any 
See 6 Se Reais ee Ee we 
or it. 


rary, Wellington, was successful at the last 
examinations of the Library iation (Lon- 


don) in gaining the Diploma of Associateship. 


Stationery Collection. 

A set of forms and precedents of all kinds of 
stationery used in the libraries of the main 
centres in New Zealand, together with a num- 
ber of overseas forms, is kept at Association 
headquarters. Libraries using forms which de- 
viate in any way from ordinary practice are 








Load 
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write to the Secretary, and he will be supplied 
with the relevant section of the collection, on 


payment of postage. 
Photographs of Libraries. 

For some time past it has been the aim of 
the Association to build up a collection of pic- 


Zealand libraries, which would be of consider- 
able use in survey connected with regional 
developments. So far the result has been poor, 
but it is hoped that all rians will do their 
best to arrange for copies of such photographs 
to go forward to the 


INSTRUCTIONAL COLUMN. 


REFERENCE WORK. 
By E. B. Ellerm, Librarian, Leys Institute, Auckland. 


The task of an assistant in a Reference 
Library extends much further than the mere 
finding of a book containing information sought 
by an enquirer. An assistant is called upon 


that quick and clear thinking becomes neces- 
sary as well as a knowledge of the stock of the 
Reference Department and its resources. Many 
of the enquiries are brief and can be satisfied 


jects. In each case, it is the work of the 
Reference assistant to supply the irer with 
the fullest possible information that the library 
can provide. This may occasionally mean that 


books from the Lending may be 
needed to satisfy the enquiry and, if available, 
should be placed at the disposal of the 


understood before attempting to 


at its face value, in many instances the wrong 

or i te material will be produced 
and the enquirer will be misled or will go away 
dissatisfied. General conversation for a minute 


them to the solution of a problem. 

The enquirer invariably expects an answer 
with a minimum of delay, so that it is essential 
that the assistant has a sound 


"2, 


A part of the day may be usefully employed 
in becoming thoroughly familiar 
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EDUCATIONAL FILM. 
By A. G. W. Dunningham, City Librarian, Dunedin. 


The Mayor of Dunedin has announced his 
interest in providing through the Public Library 
a service of educational film. This is a logical 
development of public library work—the work 
of providing information. At present, in New 
Zealand, various means are adopted—there are 
books, a carefully chosen range of magazines, 
pamphlets, newspapers, and magazine and news- 
paper services. There is the technique 
of filing clippings for information purposes, and 
the issue of sheet music, in most of the larger 
libraries. And if one is to remain thoroughly 
in touch with the public, there is this new 
means, so far more or less unexplored in New 
Zealand, of educational films. 


The main film problem which confronts 
libraries, museums, or education boards is one 
of supply. Educational film is printed from 
16mm. negatives, and can be used only with 
16mm. projectors. Most films are produced on 
the sound principle, and can be shown only 
with sound projectors. Sound projectors will 
also show silent film. Projectors cost about £60 
(without duty). For constant and heavy use a 
better projector, at a cost of about £140, is re- 

i These projectors will not show film 
used by theatres, which is wider, being 35mm. 

Further useful facts are: Films cost up to £5 
(silent film) and up to £11 (sound film). Films 
can be used from 300 to 400 times, which works 
out on an average of about 3d. per screening. 
This makes it clear that it would be unwise for 
bodies interested in giving an educational film 
service to undertake to build up independently 
a library of sound and silent film. The cost 
would be unnecessarily high. 

South Africa has a national film library at- 
tached to the Bureau of Education. The library 
rents film to schools and educational bodies for 
about 1/- for three days. Educational film 
travels free of charge on the State railways. 
Only non-inflammable film is used, which rules 
out insurance charges. About £4,000 per year 
is spent on purchase of film, and the cost is 
rips sate the rentals (1/- for three days) paid 
by tional bodies. A film rental service 
would therefore not involve the Government in 
any extensive expenditure, and the cost of 
rental would be low enough to allow full use of 
the collection. In districts, educational 
bodies or schools would be able to charge a 


small amount for admission in order to pay off 
the capital cost of the projector. 

A feature of the South African service is 
that film is rented only to educational bodies 
which have installed approved projectors. If 
New Zealand is to adopt a co-operative scheme 
of this kind, it is clear that agreement should 
be reached as to the kinds of projector which 
will not damage film. Those used in South 
Africa are Bell & Howell, Victor and Ampre. 

New Zealand librarians are familiar with 
the standard of service offered by the H. W. 
Wilson Company in library i The 
Wilson Company has issued for library use a 
valuable “Educational film catalogue” with two 
supplements, January, 1937, and April, 1937. 
The catalogue is arranged in Dewey order. A 
list of producers is appended, and libraries 
wishing to do so are able to write away for 
catalogues of educational film, which can be 
obtained in the same way as book-publishers’ 
catalogues. 

The essentials for adoption of a service of 
educational film in New Zealand are clearly 
(1) Establishment of a national library of film 
which can be rented, (2) Standardisation of 
projectors to be used. 

According to information given by Dr. Mal- 
herbe, South Africa is most fortunate in having 
already obtained these conditions. 





Akers, C. G.—Simple library cataloging. 
Chicago A.L.A., 1933 (additional copy). 

Fargo, L. F.—The Library in the school. 
Chicago A.L.A. 1933. 


McColvin, L. R.—The Theory of Book Selec- 
tion for public libraries. London, Grafton. 
1925. (presented by Miss N. Gordon). 

Man, M.—Introduction to cataloging and the 
classification of books. Chicago, A.L.A. 
1930. 

Power, E. L.—Library service for children. 

Chicago, A.L.A. 1930, 
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BOOK LIST. 


[Books recommended are marked as follows: two asterisks placed before the author’s name for books 
aly ce tn nan of ent: nan eee ae anne ee to be of use only to medium-sized 
ibraries and no mark against books likely to be of use only to larger libraries. In addition Fiction is 


ye Pewee alg othe. 


viz.: (1) Western, Detective and Light Novels (marked “L” in the list; 


(2) 
Translations (marked “T. “T’”); (3) Novels of some literary worth or lasting interest (marked “W’’).] 


PHILOSOPHY: 
**Seabury, D.—How to worry successfully. Little. 
$2.50 1936 150. 
RELIGION: 
*Frankau, P.—Jezebel. Rich & C. 
5/- 1937 221.92 
SOCIOLOGY: 
**Cole, G. D. H. & Cole, M. I.—Condition of Britain. 
Gollancz. 7/6 1937 338.942 
**Grice, E.—The Great cases of Sir Henry Curtis 
Bennett. Hutchinson. 3/6 1937 343.1 


NATURAL SCIENCE: 
**Powell, A. W. B.—The shellfish of New Zealand. 
Unity Press, Auckland. 4/9 1937 594. 


APPLIED SCIENCE: 
**Chapman, Dr. G. B.—Modern food habits. Thos. 
——_ New Plymouth. 1937 613.2 
ae . M. L.—The Hay system menu book. 
Harrap. 5/- 1937 641.5 
**McGovern, A.—The Secret of keeping fit. Harrap. 
5/- 1937 613. 
**Philpott, H. G.—History of the New Zealand dairy 
industry. Govt. Printer. 
15/- 1937 636. 
*Roberts, H.—Medical modes and morals. M. Joseph. 
7/6 1937 610.4 
**Watson, J. A. S. & Hobbs, M. E.—Great Farmers. 
S. Blount. ' 12/6 1937 630. 


FINE ARTS: 
*Einstein, A.—Short history of music; trans. from 
the German. Cassell. 
6/- _ 1936 = 780.9 


(cheap edition) $1.00 1937 785.11 


**Nicolson, H.—Small talk. Constable. 
6/- 1937 824. 
*Noyes, A.—The Torchbearers. Sheed and W. 
7/6 1937 821. 


TRAVEL: 
*Feuchtwanger, L.—Moscow, 1937. Gollancz. 
2/6 1937 914.7 
**Flynn, E.—Beam ends. Cassell. 
7/6 1937 919.4 
**Hoppe, E. O.—The London of - Dent. 
3/6 1937 914.21 


*Johnstone, N. J.—Hotel in Spain. Faber & F. 
8/6 1937 914.6 


Constable. 
15/- 1937 915.6 
i H 


arrap. 
8/6 1937 914. 
*O’Brien, K.—Farewell Spain. Heinemann. 
7/6 1937 914.6 
*Wintringham, T. H.—Mutiny, from Spartacus to 
Invergordon. 7/6 1936 900. 
BIOGRAPHY: (B) 
Bourman, A.—The Tragedy of Nijinsky. Hale. 
12/6 1937 920. 
*Chale, D.—Triumphant pilgrimage; by Owen Rut- 
ter. Harrap. 10/6 1937 920. 
Finck, H.—My melodious memories. Hutchinson. 
18/- 1937 920. 
*Gauguin, P.—My father, Paul Gauguin. Knopf. 
$3.75 1936 920. 
*Holden, A. W. E., 3rd baron.—Four generations of 
our royal family. Allen & Unwin. 
10/- 1937 920. (Bc.) 
HISTORY: 
Giglio, G.—Triumph of Barabbas: Italy, etc. Gol- 
lancz. 10/6 1937 945. 


FICTION: 
W* Ballow, J.—Spanish prelude. Gollancz ... 8/6 
L ** Bone, F.—Galloping days. S. Paul ...... 7/6 


L ** Campbell, A.—Death framed in silver. Col- 


W**Farrell, M. J.—The Rising tide. Collins... 7/6 
T **Feuchtwanger, L.—The False Nero. Hut- 
chinson 


W Ford, F. M.—Vive Le Roy. Allen & Unwin 7/6 


L ** Hichens, R.—Daniel Airlie. Cassell ..... 8/6 
L ** Hoffman, W. D.—Feudists of the Cutlands. 
i iii Wiibhee tiesto 3/6 


W**Jameson, S—The Moon is - making Camel 8/6 





1 

W**Stong, P.—Buckskin Breeches. Barker . 7/6 
T “Tolstoy, A.—Darkness in dawn. Gollancz 3/6 
L ** Truss, S.—Footsteps behind them. Hodder 7/6 
Se ae M. L.—Thirteen moons. Hodder 


we?Vechel, Hi. A.—The Golden house. Cassell 8/6 
L ** Wentworth, P.—Down under. Hodder & S. 7/6 
L Weymouth, A—Tempt me not. Rich & C. 7/6 
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SELECT LIST OF PUBLICATIONS. 
RECEIVED AT THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY LIBRARY, UNDER THE COPYRIGHT 


ACT, 1913. 


CORRESPONDENCE SCHOOL BOOK OF VERSE, 
1937, 48 pp. Government Printer, Wn. 

THE FEDERATED MOUNTAIN CLUBS OF N.Z. 
Safety in the mountains; a handbook for 


45 pp. Wright and Carman, Wn., 1937. 


KELLIHER, Henry J. New Zealand at the cross- 
roads. 213 pp. 3rd edn. Mirror Publishing 
Co., Ak. 


MAIR, Gilbert. The story of Gate Pa, April 29, 
1864. 88 pp. Bay of Plenty Times, Tauranga, 
1937. 

we AGRICULTURAL COLLEGE, Palmerston 

Calendar, 1937. 57 pp. Palmerston 
eer 1937. 

NATIONAL BANK OF NEW ZEALAND LTD. 
Sixty-fifth annual report, with accounts to Mar. 
31, 1937. 35 pp. London, 1937. 

NATIONAL BROADCASTING SERVICE. Educa- 
tional broadcasts to schools. 1YA, Sept.-Nov., 
1937. 50 pp. 2YA and 4YA, Sept.-Dec., 1937. 
52 pp. 

THE NELSONIAN, Vol. a. ot No. 1, July, 1937. 
76pp. Nelson College, N 

N.Z. Department of Census a's Statistics. Popula- 
tion census, 1936, Vol. 1: Increase and location 
of population. 67 pp. Govt. Printer, Wn., 1937. 

——— Department of aon Air publication No. 1: 
Commissions i 


py agen pe 


(applicable to N.Z. candidates) 
ernment printer, Wn., 1937. 
—— GENERAL ASSEMBLY LIBRARY. Social 


insurance; a select list compiled by R. S. Odell 
and J. O. Wilson. 16 pp. Government printer, 
Wna., 1937. 

—— DEPARTMENT OF LANDS AND SURVEY. 
Crown lands guide, with maps, corrected to June 
1, 1937. 64 pp. Government printer, Wn., 
1937. 

——— DEPARTMENT OF SCIENTIFIC AND IN- 
DUSTRIAL RESEARCH. Apia observatory, 
Apia, Western Samoa: Annual report for 1934. 
Government printer, Wn., 1937. 


September, 1937. 


—— DEPARTMENT OF ggg oo AND IN- 


- Henderson. 144 pp. printer, 
Wh., 1937. 
N.Z. ENGINEERING REVIEW (monthly), Vol. 3, 


No. 1, June 1937. Dn., 1937. 

N.Z. FARMERS’ UNION: Women’s division. Re- 
port and minutes of twelfth annual dominion 
conference. 22 pp. Whn., 1937. 

N.Z. SHEEPBREEDERS’ ASSN. New Zealand flock 
book . Lincoln, English Leicester, Romney 
Marsh breeds. Vol. xxxiii. 188 pp. Ch., 1937. 

N.Z. SOCIETY OF ACCOUNTANTS. Year-book 
1936-7. 179 pp. Ch., 1937. 

THE N.Z. TROTTING REGISTER, 1936-37. 178 
pp. National Magazines Itd., Wn., 1937. 

THE N.Z. TURF REGISTER 1936-37. 389 pp. 
National Magazines Itd., Wn., a 

O’SHEBA, John. Powers of 
sapeenale locas qiourts deem ae 
ministration society. 23 pp. The Civic Press, 
Wnh., 1937. 


OTAGO UNIVERSITY MUSEUM AND HOCKEN 
LIBRARY. Annual reports for 1936. 12 pp. 
Dn., 1937. 

PHILPOTT, H. G. A history of the New Zealand 
dairy industry, 1840-1935. 413 pp. Govern- 
ment printer, Wn., 1937. 

PHYTOTUS, pseud. The trial of Rev. Burnham. 
188 pp. Walter K. Svensen, Ak., 1937. 

PICKERILL, Henry Percy. Speech training for cleft 
ra — 36 pp. Whitcombe and Tombs, 

1937. 

PYNE, GOULD, GUINNESS LTD. Annual review, 
season 1936-37. 34 pp. Ch., 1937. 

ROBERTS, J. D. S. The last of the forest, poem. 


10 pp. 3L. 
TAYLOR, B. B., compiler. Digest of decisions and 
ions contained in Vol. xxxvi., book of 
awards (1936). Supplement No. 8 (12 pp.). 
Zealand 


imini 
dard Press, Wn., 1937. 

WALKER, T. G. The road to health. 96 pp. 
Unity Press, Ak., 1937. 








All questions relating to the Activities of the Association should be addressed to JOSEPH NORRIE, HON. 
SECRETARY, NEW ZEALAND LIBRARY ASSOCIATION, P.O. Box 1529, WELLINGTON, C.1.; while 
questions with regard to the Bulletin should be addressed to STUART PERRY, HON. EDITOR, “NEW ZBA- 
LAND LIBRARIES,” P.O. BOX 1529, WELLINGTON, C.1. 


It is asked that in remitting money to the Association, exchange should be added to cheques, and that cheques 


and postal orders should be made payable to the SECRETARY, NEW ZEALAND LIBRARY ASSOCIATION, 
and not to any individual by name. 
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